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Notice: E-mail Addresses in Court Documents

Some attorney filers are receiving solicitations from companies that provide services

to the legal community.  These companies review court dockets and case files searching for

filing attorney e-mail addresses.  In turn, these e-mail addresses, and the pending court

actions, are used as business leads to e-mail offers for their services.  

As you are aware, court filings are public record and are available for viewing by the

public.  In the past, a court could provide a list of newly filed cases at the front counter. 

Today, with electronic media, a potential vendor can review the court docket filings

electronically, and cut and paste e-mail addresses into a business rolodex for future use.  

E-mail addresses are currently not one of the data elements that are restricted from

public view under the Federal Rules of Practice and Procedure.  Please be advised that

providing an e-mail address on a court filing may allow a vendor to use that e-mail address

to solicit business.  The Federal Rules of Practice and Procedure can be viewed at

www.privacy.uscourts.gov.  Please contact this office at your convenience for additional

information.

http://www.privacy.uscourts.gov.
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